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Bryn Celli Ddu is » neourmhic BurisL crAMBER WiTH sOLAR
AIGNMENT, PARK AT THE CAR PARK, CROSS THE ROAD AND ACCESS THE
NEW PATHWAY AT THE RAMY. FOLLOW THE YATH ALONGSIDE THE RIVER
AND BETWEEN THE HEDGES TO THE SITE. IT'S A TEN MINUTE WALK ON
600D, FLAT GROUND.

EE - EE O O E O O N O O S O O O O O . . -
. y;

FOOTPATH™,
T0 “.._,
HOLO-GWYN /

BRYN CEWL DDU

CRRYARK [P -
=17

/

RAMY

WRITTEN § ILLUSTRATED BY JOHN 6.SWOGGER
RESEARCH, STORYLINES, EDITING MARION BLOCKLEY
PRODUCED BY BLOCKLEY DESIGN

PUBLISHED BY CADW (© 2015

WELSH LANGUAGE VERSION ALUN GRUFFYDD BLA-TRANSLATION

CADW: PLAS CAREW, UNIT 5/7 CEFN COED, PARC NANTGARW, CARDIFF CFI5 7QQ

* > 7
** ** ‘xj/"(f/
* ERDF % J'/JQ

*

*
Llywodraeth Cymru
X * * Welsh Government

Ewrop & Chymru: Buddsoddi yn eich dyfodol
Cronfa Datblygu Rhanbarthol Ewrop

Llywodraeth Cymru Europe & Wales: Investing in your future
WeISh Government European Regional Development Fund




A Calendar Made
of Stone :

= _
IT'S JUNE 2! - THE "SUMMER SOLSTICE' - THE
LONGEST DAY OF THE YEAR. SOMETHING VERY
IR SYECIAL HAYYENS HERE ON THIS DAY.

*_
... UNE UY YERFECTLY WITH THE
. VASSAGE OF THE ANCIENT MOUND...
4 ;

... SHEDDING LIGHT INSIDE =
ON THIS DAY ONLY.
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THE RAYS OF THE RISING SUN

P i
4y 7 3
e

[| THE MOUND WAS BUILT

ARQUND 5000 YEARS AGO IN

A YERIOD ARCHAEBOLOGISTS
CALL THE "NBQUITHIC'*

THE MOUND WAS WHERE
YEORLE IN THE NEQUTHIC
BURIED THEIR DEAD,

BUT WHY DID QUR ANCESTORS BUILD
THE MOUND SO THAT THE SUN'S LIGHT

a8 SHONE INSIDE THE BURIAL- MOUND ON
THE LONGEST DAY OF THE YEAR?

¥ SEE THE TIMELINE ON THE FRONT COVER.

THE MOUND AT BRYN CELU DDU WAS EXCAVATED
FIRST BY FREDERICK LUKIS IN 1265, AND THEN IN
MUCH GREATER DETAIL BY WILFRID HEMT IN 1925.




THE EXCAVATIONS REVEALED CLUES BRYN CELLI DDU IS & "PASSAGE TOMB'*-
THAT HELY US UNDERSTAND MORE YOU REACH THE INNER CHAMBER BY
N GOING DOWN A LONG, LOW PASSAGE.

* FOR MORE ABOUT TASSAGE GRAVES,
READ OUR COMIC ABOUT BARCLODIAD
Y GAWRES, NEAR RHOSNEIGR.

THIS IS WHAT BRYN CELU DDU WOULD HAVE

LOOKED LIKE IN THE NEQUTHIC. THE MOUND
et bl B B g IT HAS SOME FEATURES THAT MAKE IT DIFFERENT

WOLLD HAVE ORIGINALLY BEEN. WE'VE CUT FROM QOTHER BURIAL CHAMBERS ON ANGLESEY.

AWRY TART OF THE MOUND SO YOU CAN SEE
INSIDE. WEVE ALSO TAKEN AWAY THE ROOE YOU CAN VISIT SOME OF THE OTHER VASSAGE GRAVES ON ANGLESEY-

STONES OVER THE TASSAGE AND INNER CHECK QUT THE MAY ON THE BACK A COVER!
CHAMBER SO YOU CAN SEE MORE CLEARLY,

THE YATTERN STONE HAD SYIRAL AND ZI16-ZAG
DECORATIONS CARVED INTO BOTH SIDES. BUT

WHY WAS IT BURIED 7 WHO WAS MEANT TO SEE
THE CARVINGS 7

THE STONE WILL BE DISTAYED AT ST FAGANS
NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM. A MODERN COYY
HAS BEEN SET LY ON SITE, SO YOU CAN SEE
THE DECORATION.




SYECIAL- DAY: THE SUMMER SOLSTICE,

THE MOST IMYORTANT DIFFERENCE IS THAT THE FEATURES IN THE MOUND CONTAIN AN
IMYORTANT "ALIGNMENT" - THEY ARE MADE TO LINE UP WITH THE RISING SUN ON ONE

AL THE KRC STONES ARE o
UNEDUPSOTHITTHEY | T
MIRROR EACH UTHER ACRDSS
THE CENTRAL VIT.
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THE FIRST PERSON TO NOTICE THE

ALIGNMENT WAS THE ASTRONOMER [
SIR NORMAN LOCKYER IN 790%... |°
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BUT ARCHAEQLOGISTS AT THE TIME
DIDN'T BEUEVE HIS THEORY!

THAT WAS SYECIAL TO THEM?

MADE BEFURE THE MOUND ITSELE WAS

THEN, IN THE 1920'S, THE ARCHAEOLOGIST 1
FRANCES LYNCH Nuncev'rmrwoom‘s
THEQORY LINED UP FEATURES THAT WERE ||
BUILT - UKE THE CENTRAL WIT,

BUT WHY DID QUR NEQUITHIC ANCESTORS WANT THIS YASSAGE TOMB TO
HAVE SUCH AN ALIGNMENT 7 WHAT WAS IT ABOUT THE SUMMER SOLSTICE

STONES G AND I LINE UP WITH
THE ANGLED STONES AT THE BACK
OF THE INNER CHAMBER.
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STONE H IS LINED UP WITH
THE WISING SUN ON JUNE 21,
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| STONE H IS MS0O LUINED UF WITH
BOTH SIDES OF THE TASSAGE.

(MISSING
STONE?)
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AND THEN, IN 2005, DR, STEVE
BUREOW FROM THE NATIONAL
MUSEUM OF WALES YROVED THAT
LOCKYER'S SOLSTICE ALIGNMENT
DID, IN FACT, EXIST.

SOMETIMES IT TAKES A LONG TIME TO 3
TROVE THAT A THEORY IS A FACT IN
ARCHAEOLOGY!




PERHATS THIS SYECIAL DAY -
THE LONGEST DAY OF THE YEAR
- WAS SHARED WITH THEIR ANCESTORS, |

BY BUILDING THE YASSAGE SO
THAT ONCE A YEAR...

| ... THE SUN MANAGED TO REACH
INTO THE INNER CHAMBER...

PERHATS THE YEOTLE WHO

BUILT THE MOUND BELIEVED

THEY WERE BRINGING A SYECIAL 2

KIND OF "WFE" TO THE DERDC.I . ' WAS IT A WAY OF ASKING THEM
TO HELY LOOK AFTER THE THINGS
THAT WERE STILL IMFORTANT TO

PERHATS OTHER STONES
MADE DIFFERENT SORTS OF
CONNECTIONS TO THE ANCESTORS...

... LINKS THAT YEQTLE BELIEVED
WOULD BRING FERTIUTY TO
THEIR CROYS AND ANIMALS.




THERE ARE QTHER SITES ACROSS BRITAIN THEY ALSO HAVE STONES
WHERE SIMILAR ALIGNMENTS HAVE BEEN OR YASSAGES WHICH LINE
DISCOVERED AT MONUMENTS FROM THE UY WITH THE SUN -
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. IRELAND, WHERE

THE RAYS OF

THE SUN ON THE

‘ SHORTEST DAY OF

THE YEAR SHINES

RIGHT INTO THE
INNER CHAMBER
OF THE YASSAGE

... OR THE SHORTEST DAY OF WINTER. —

MAYBE, HAVING A CALENDAR LIKE THE MOUND AT BRYN CELU DDU MEANT THAT
NEQUITHIC OR BRONZE AGE YEQWLE COULD JOIN IN CELEBRATIONS AT THESE
DISTANT SITES - BY KNOWING WHEN IT WAS TIME TO TRAVEL.




EVEN TODAY, KNOWING WHEN THINGS
ARE HATYENING IS IMYORTANT.,

AND WE STILL
NEED WAYS OF
KEEVING TRACK
OF SYECIAL DAYS
IN THE YEAR/
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TO SEE THE TOOLS THEY 2N
WOULD HAVE MATE... s £
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AND [T'S AN IMPORTANT WAY
OF FIGURING QUT HOW
ORDINARY YEOWLE

UVED IN THE DISTANT

PAST. ‘ S / ’/1

] FOR US, IT'S A CHANCE TO GET A GLIMPSE OF WHAT LIFE -1

WA WS LIKE IN WALES 5000 YEARS AGO/ w
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A
g ——— 4 FOLLOW THE VATH THROUGH THE NEOLITHIC YEAR. ONE
Neoll‘l'hlc Year AYER IS THE HUNTERS, THE OTHER IS THE FARMERS.
USE STONES OR TEBBLES AS YOUR TAYING TIECES; RO
a boardgame for two players A DIE OR FLIT A COIN TO TAKE TURNS MOVING, START AT
BRYN CEW DDU AT THE SUMMER SOLSTICE; THE FIRST

BUT WATCH QUT! BACH CIRCLE CAN SLOW DOWN TLAYER TO GET BACK THERE IS THE WINNER!
QR SYEED U YOUR JOURNEY/

FARMERS: GO AGAIN/
HUNTERS: MISS A TURN/

G0 BAOK T YREVIOUS
WATER CIROLE

FRRMERS: MISS A TURN/ GO FORWARD
HUNTERS: GO AGAIN/ THREE STACES

() RAYER BACK ONE
— SPACE
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Build NOW IT'S YOUR TURN WHY NOT BUILD A
Ulld your own VASSAGE GRAVE NEXT TIME YOU'RE DOWN BY

Passage Grave! | mesmesiews oo

ON ANGLESEY)

1) START BY DRAWING A
“CIROE IN THE SAND. THEN
GATHER ENOUGH STONES TO
BUILD THE INNER CHAMBER
AND PASSAGE.

2) BUILD THE WALS OF THe
"a INNER CHAMBER AND PASSAGE.

D . =

MAKE THE PASSAGE AND THE CHAMBER ALIGN
WITH SOMETHING ON THE HORIZON. MAYBE THE
YOSITION OF THE SUN WHEN YOU'RE BUILDING
THE TASSAGE GRAVE!

(3) cAREFULLY BULD A ROOF OF | -~ :
FLAT STONES OVER THE CHAMBER 7

(%) NOW BUILD A RING OF KERB
STONES AROUND THE CIROLE YOU
. FIRST DREW IN THE SAND.

(5) FINALY, BUILD A MOUND OF SAND =
“OVER THE CHAMBER AND TASSAGE,
RIGHT UP TO THE EDGE OF THE KERB

o~

: WILL YOUR VASSAGE GRAVE LAST 5,000
| YERRS LIKE BRYN CELL DDU?




FOLLOW the STORY!
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’Bargjod;a(l y. Gawres THERE ARE MORE

PREHISTORIC SITES TO
] DISCOVER ON ANGLESEY!

NISIT THE YASSAGE GRAVE
AT BARCLODIAD Y GAWRES
WITH ITS AMAZING CARVED
STONES!

AND EXTLORE THE IRON AGE
FIND SITE AT LLYN CERRIG
BACH, WHERE THEY FOUND
SWORDS AND SLAVE CHAINS!

ORIEL YNYS MON o THe BsII,
RHOSMEIRCH, LLANGERNI, LL77 71Q
Ql2ue #2444y
10.20AM — 5¥M,

STORY IN THE MUSEUM GAULERIES, WHERE
YOu CAN SEE NEQUTHIC YOTTERY AND STONE TOOLS,
BRONZE AGE WEATONS AND EVEN REVLICA SLAVE CHAINS FROM LLYN CERRIG BACH!

AND WHY NOT CHECK OUT SOME OF THE OTHER FANTASTIC PLACES ON THE BACK
COVER MAP ? FIND OUT EVEN MORE ABOUT ANGLESEY'S RICH PREHISTORIC PAST:
EXPLORE THE HOLYHEAD MOUNTAIN HUT GROUP, CAER LEB AND DIN LLIGWY HUT
GROUP TO SE& WHERE IRON AGE FAMILIES LINED, OR DROP IN ON LLYNNON MILL
TO LOOK AROUND A LIFE-SIZE IRON AGE ROUNDHOUSE!
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