
Age AgeAgeStone Bronze Iron
years BC

40
00

 B
C

30
00

 B
C

20
00

 B
C

10
00

 B
C

0

years AD

Bryn Celli Ddu

BCD_Comic_English.indd   1 13/07/2015   10:55



to A5 & A55 via 
Llanddaniel fab 

Bryn celli ddu 
car park

Ramp

afr
on 

br
ian

t

(riv
er 

br
ian

t)

footpath 
to 

holo-gwyn

footpath 
from

llwyn-onn

5o metres
to A4080

bryn celli ddu 
burial chamber

Bryn Celli Ddu is a neolithic burial chamber with solar 
alignment. park at the car park, cross the road and access the 
new pathway at the ramp. follow the path alongside the river 
and between the hedges to the site. it's a ten minute walk on 
good, flat ground.
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the mound was built 
around 5ooo years ago in 
a period archaeologists 
call the "Neolithic"*
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Bryn Celli Ddu is a "Passage Tomb"*- 
you reach the Inner Chamber  by 
going down a long, low Passage.

It has some features that make it different 
from other burial chambers on Anglesey.
You can visit some of the other passage graves on anglesey-
check out the map on the back            cover!

The pattern stone had spiral and zig-zag 
decorations carved into both sides. But 
why was it buried? Who was meant to see 
the carvings?

The stone will be displayed at St Fagans 
National History Museum. A modern copy 
has been set up on site, so you can see 
the decoration.
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But why did our Neolithic ancestors want this passage tomb to 
have such an alignment? What was it about the summer solstice 
that was special to them?

THE FIRST PERSON TO NOTICE THE 
ALIGNMENT WAS THE ASTRONOMER  
SIR NORMAN LOCKYER IN 1907...
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Newgrange in 
Ireland, where 

the rays of 
the sun on the 
shortest day of 
the year shines 
right into the 
inner chamber 
of the passage 

tomb.
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the rays of 
the sun on the 
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the year shines 
right into the 
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of the passage 

tomb.
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For us, it's a chance to get a glimpse of what life 
was like in Wales 5OOO years ago!
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Will your passage grave last 5,OOO 
years like Bryn Celli Ddu?
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oriel Ynys Môn on the B5iii, 
Rhosmeirch, Llangefni, LL77 7TQ 

Oi248 724444 
iO.3Oam – 5pm.

Check out the Cadw website for more comics 
like this www.cadw.gov.wales

AND WHY NOT CHECK OUT SOME OF THE OTHER FANTASTIC PLACES ON THE BACK 
COVER MAP? FIND OUT EVEN MORE ABOUT ANGLESEY'S RICH PREHISTORIC PAST: 
EXPLORE THE HOLYHEAD MOUNTAIN HUT GROUP, CAER LEB AND DIN LLIGWY HUT 
GROUP TO SEE WHERE IRON AGE FAMILIES LIVED, OR DROP IN ON LLYNNON MILL 
TO LOOK AROUND A LIFE-SIZE IRON AGE ROUNDHOUSE!
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